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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of
other buildings within the community.

See Inventory Continuation Form

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the
building relates to the development of the community.

See Inventory Continuation Form
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=227 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE / ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIFTION:

This much altered 1 1/2 story gable-roof building, built during the
latter half of the 19th century, has been dramatically altered.
Originally constructed in a vernacular form of the Italianate style, it
has lost significant architectural integrity. Resting on a granite.
foundation, the three bay house is situated with its gable end to the
street (south). A projecting pedimented portico with a lean-to roof
extends west. Sheathed in new clapboards, the house retains little of
its historic appearance. Windows have all been replaced with

contemporary sash, including the installation of a picture window in
the south facade.

o592 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE / HISTORICAL DESCRIFTION:

The residence at 539 Massachusetts Avenue was constructed in the early 1870s
according to historic maps (Walling/Beers). The radically altered gable-
front building.was very likely built as a storage facility by the A.0.W.
Mead Company, & produce marketing business with several buildings in this
vicinity (see 5-7 Spruce). Tax records (1870s) indicate that A.0.W. Meads

~aned a barn in this area. Although no owner is listed on the 1875 map, the
puilding appears to be located on the Meads®™ property. By 1889, the
structure is listed under 0. Mead, presumably, Oliver W. Mead, aone of the
three brothers who ran the Mead s enterprise (see 262 Central). By 19164,
the building was used as a two—family dwelling (Sanborn).

Eegun in the 18405, the Meads’ produce marketing business was based in West
Acton, where produce from surrounding farms was stored, and in Boston where
goods were sold. The Meads were in business in Boston until the 19240s (see
5-%9 Spruce Street).

On this section of Massachusetts Avenue, east of the village center, stood
Mr. Robinson’s store (see #5346 Mass Ave), a school and factory (both
demolished), and several single family houses built primarily between 1845
and 1885. This development was associated with the 18435 arrival of the
railroad and subsequent commercial and industrial growth. During the latter
half of the 19th century, West Acton’®s industries included a cigar factory
and a grist mill, cider mills, produce marketing, tub and pail
manufacturing, oaverall manufacturing, and several other enterprises. Eefore
the railroad, the "village" at the intersection of Massachusetts Avenue
(Harvard Turnpike, 1799), Arlington Street (1735), and Central Street (1766)
was a sparsely settled outpost known as the "west part of town."






